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EISENHOWER FELLOWSHIPS LAUNCHES NEW PROGRAM ON
CHALLENGES OF URBANIZATION
PHILADELPHIA, September 17, 2007 – This week, 21 mid-career leaders from 12 countries are arriving in Philadelphia to participate in Eisenhower Fellowships (EF)’s first-ever Common Interest Program (CIP) on urban challenges. 
The CIP, being piloted as a new approach for Eisenhower Fellowships, will allow these dedicated and inspiring young men and women from Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, Philippines, South Africa, Spain, and Thailand to explore and share urban best practices and to engage in interdisciplinary discussion and dialogue. Eight USA Fellows have already traveled abroad, many to the same countries and regions as the international Fellows, and will share their impressions during the program.
Eisenhower’s fellowship programs provide two months of travel throughout the United States, with custom-designed itineraries for each participant.  Fellows typically enjoy 60-80 professional meetings in 9 -12 U.S. cities. Examples of institutions offering unique and valuable insights are as varied as the Lower Manhattan Development Authority, the Washington D.C. Planning Commission, the Urban Age Institute, and Lockheed Martin, as well as a variety of other corporations and state and federal government departments concerned with public-private partnerships in urban settings.

In addition to their individual meetings, Fellows will also benefit from group meetings, conferences, and seminars.  For example, their opening seminar in Philadelphia includes seminars on effective urban leadership, hosted by Philadelphia Managing Director and USA Fellow Loree Jones; urban community development, hosted by the Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia; urban social issues, hosted by Sister Mary Scullion, Director of Project H.O.M.E. and a USA Fellow; and visits with Camden, NJ leaders organized by Fellow Felix James.
--more--

The international and USA Fellows will convene again in October for a mid-program retreat at the Grand Canyon and in November for a closing seminar to share their experiences and make plans for future collaboration.  That occasion will be climaxed by a special joint forum on Strengthening Global Cities with the City College of New York’s Powell Center, chaired by Eisenhower Fellowships Chairman Colin Powell.  In between, they will engage in group events in St. Louis, Boston, San Francisco, North Carolina’s Research Triangle and Portland. 

Eisenhower Fellowships is privately funded and based in Philadelphia, PA. The organization was founded by a group of friends of President Dwight Eisenhower to honor his vision of world cooperation and peace. In addition to the current Common Interest Program, Eisenhower Fellowships has other programs for both foreign fellows visiting the United States and those from this country going abroad. The goal is to have Fellows network with each other, and with other Fellows, across both geographic and professional boundaries, to achieve lasting bonds of mutual understanding and international cooperation.
Fellows participating in the 2007 Common Interest Program include: 
Bangladesh
Taimur Islam, Team Leader, Urban Study Group

Mohammad Iqbal Habib, Member Secretary, Urbanization & City Governance Committee, BAPA


Brazil
Sonia Dias, Researcher and Consultant, CETEC Foundation & Federal Ministry of Cities

Liliana Hermont, Advisor, Office of Project Development & Implementation, Belo Horizonte Transportation Authority

China
Wang Haichen, Vice Chief Executive, Shunyi District Government of Beijing

Egypt
Tarek El-Sheikh, Housing Policy Advisor, UN-HABITAT; Associate Professor, National Housing and Building Research Centre

Amr Attia, Associate Professor of Urban Planning, Ain Shams University

India
Arbind Singh, Coordinator, National Association of Street Vendors of India


Sanjeev Sanyal, Director, Global Markets Research & Senior Asia Economist, Deutsche Bank

Indonesia

Suahasil Nazara, Director, Demographic Institute; Economics Faculty, University of Indonesia

Wahyu Setyawan, Architect and Lecturer, Architecture Department, Sepulah Nopember Institute of Technology

Mexico 
Alicia Guajardo Alatorre, CEO and Associate, Neocity Real Estate Group; Professor of Architecture, University of Monterrey

Ramiro Barrios Castrejon, Project Director, Mario Molina Center for Strategic Studies on Energy and Environment

Nigeria 

Olanike Adeyemo, Lecturer and Aquatic Pathobiologist, University of Ibadan

Philippines 

Lorelei Ng, Assistant Project Architect, Ayala Land Inc. & Project Architect, Avida Land Inc.
South Africa
Vineela Pillay, Director, Sustainable Development, Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism


Obakeng Mookeletsi, Deputy Director General, Department of Health, Gauteng Provincial Government

Dithabe Oupa Nkoane, Executive Manager, Department of Provincial and Local Government, Pretoria
Spain 

Iñaki Urdangarín, Advisory Board Member, Telefonica Internacional and Motorpress Iberica


Martín Fernández-Prado, Professor of Urban Design, School of Architecture, University of A Coruña


Thailand
Methee Payomyong, Team Leader, Office of National Economic & Social Development Board


USA
Andrea Cabral, Sheriff, Suffolk County, Commonwealth of Massachusetts

To Australia

Timothy Cahill, State Treasurer & Receiver General, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
To Ireland, India

Daniel Douglas, Director, Raleigh Urban Design Center

To EU, Spain, Germany

John Donald Hobart, Counsel and Liaison, North Carolina Dept. of Commerce
To Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia

Loree Jones, Managing Director, City of Philadelphia

To South Africa

Jennifer Owen, Director, Policy Initiatives, Duke University Center for Child & Family Policy
To South Africa

Maitreyi Roy, Director, Philadelphia Green, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
To EU, Spain, Germany

Rick Sauer, Executive Director, Philadelphia Association of Community Development Corporations
To Australia and NZ
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