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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Susan Kohler Reed, Eisenhower Fellowships
skohler@eisenhowerfellowships.org
Eisenhower Fellowships Welcomes International Fellows to the US
Celebrates 55 Years of International Leadership and Collaboration
Philadelphia, March 17, 2008 – Twenty-four mid-career professionals from as many countries will arrive in Philadelphia this week to participate in Eisenhower Fellowships’ annual Multi Nation Program. As Eisenhower Fellows, these individuals will engage in dozens of individual meetings and cross-cultural explorations while traveling for eight weeks throughout the United States. Participating Fellows include leaders in government, business, education, media, environmental issues, and health care.  
In addition to their individual appointments, which are tailored to their specific professional and personal interests, Fellows will also benefit from group meetings, conferences, and seminars. For example, their opening week in Philadelphia will include a seminar on civil society in the U.S. at The Pew Charitable Trusts; site visits to the People’s Emergency Center, Penn Partnership School, and The Enterprise Center; and social networking dinners and receptions throughout the week.
As for their individual appointments, they are diverse and many.  Dr. Sam Thenya, founding CEO of The Nairobi Women’s and Children’s Hospital and a pioneer in HIV and gender violence in eastern Africa, will give presentations on “Gender Violence in the Post-Election Period in Kenya” at Harvard, Columbia and Drexel Universities, as well as Bryn Mawr College.  Ms. Deema Bibi, CEO of INJAZ, a leading youth development organization in Jordan, has been invited to participate in the US – Arab Forum in Chicago.    Other Fellows will have appointments at leading corporations such as Microsoft, Intel, Starbucks, and Boeing to address a variety of issues, including Corporate Social Responsibility, innovation, e-learning, and diversity in the workplace.
The Fellows will reconvene in April for a mid-program retreat at the Grand Canyon, an opportunity to reconnect, reflect, and share experiences.  In mid-May, they will return to Philadelphia for a closing program that will culminate in a highly interactive leadership seminar with Eisenhower Chairman Colin Powell. 
Eisenhower Fellows are selected based on criteria including demonstrated impact in their professional fields, active engagement in community activities, motivation to make a difference, ability of the fellowship to significantly enhance leadership strength and impact, and potential for advanced leadership and societal impact. 

For 55 years, Eisenhower Fellowships has been a leader in promoting international understanding and cross-border collaboration among leaders throughout the world.  Each year, approximately 55-60 Fellows join the global network of outstanding men and women who are committed to its mission.  Since its inception, the organization has sponsored over 1,700 Fellows from more than 100 countries.  Further information on Eisenhower Fellowships and its programs can be found at www.eisenhowerfellowships.org.
Fellows in the 2008 Multi Nation Program include:           

Dr. Khalid Al-Ruwaihi, Bahrain – Dean, College of Information Technology, University of Bahrain

Dr. Nafees Rahman, Bangladesh – Director, National Forum of Organizations Working with the Disabled

Dr. Chen Yulu, China – Vice President & Professor, The School of Finance, Renmin University

Mr. Christian Munir Garces Aljure, Colombia – Member, Valle del Cauca State Assembly

Ms. Antonia Mochan, European Union – Head of Media, Representation of the European Commission to the UK 
Dr. Miriam Meckel, Germany – Professor and Managing Director, Institute for Media and Communications Management, University of St. Gallen, Switzerland 

Mr. Peter Rohonyi, Hungary – Campaign Manager, Energy and Climate, Greenpeace CEE

Mr. C.V. Madhukar, India – Founder and Director, PRS Legislative Research

Ms. Nia Dinata, Indonesia – Writer, Director, and Producer, Kalyana Shira Films

Mr. Gil Pereg, Israel – Principal, Blich High School 

Ms. Deema Bibi, Jordan – CEO, INJAZ

Dr. Samuel Thenya, Kenya – Chief Executive Officer, Nairobi Women’s & Children’s Hospital

Ms. Chak Hee Ahn, Korea – Chief Anchor and Manager, Arirang TV

Mr. Omar Mustapha, Malaysia – Managing Principal and Director, Ethos & Company

Dr. Bolormaa Tumendemberel, Mongolia – Hospital Project Director, MCS Holding LLC

Mr. David McConnell, New Zealand – Managing Director, McConnell Group Ltd. 

Mr. Hassan Usman, Nigeria – Managing Director/CEO, ASO Savings and Loans PLC

Mr. Iyad Masrouji, Palestine – Vice President, Jerusalem Pharmaceuticals

Ms. Jacqueline Saettone, Peru – Managing Director, Stromboli srl., Co-founder, Aleteia Capital

Ms. Irina Ángel, Romania – Founding Partner, Law Office of Irina Anghel

Dr. Suaad Al-Harthi, Saudi Arabia – Assistant Professor and Consultant, Ministry of Higher Education

Ms. Zuzana Wienk, Slovakia – Executive Director, Fair Play Alliance

Ms. Nona Sonjani, South Africa – Executive Manager and IFRS Specialist, South African Airways

Dr. Somkiat Tangkitvanich, Thailand – Research Director, Thailand Development Research Institute Foundation
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